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Railway Access Issues

Although railroads may be viewed as an alternative to highways in order
to improve Jandside access to ports, several factors may harm the effi-
ciency of the rail mode. In the IRPT/PNWA survey, operators were asked
whether the condition of rail tracks in their terminal areas affected the
efficiency of rail access. In addition, the operators were asked about the
existence of rail lines intersecting local roads with at-grade crossings as
well as their impact on the efficiency of rail access. Three case studies will
be presented to illustrate this issue.

Case 1: St. Louis, Missouri

An inland terminal operator in St. Louis indicated that the condition of
rail tracks directly serving the port terminal area significantly restricts the
efficiency of rail access. In addition, this operator noted that the rail
tracks serving the terminal have one or more at-grade highway crossings
of truck routes. Furthermore, these crossings, according to the terminal
operator, have a significantly negative impact on rail access efficiency.

Case 2: Little Rock, Arkansas

The inland terminal operator surveyed in Little Rock complained that
the condition of rail tracks directly serving the terminal resulted in a
more-than-moderate restriction on the efficiency of rail access. This op-
erator, however, did not think that the at-grade crossings between rail
lines and truck routes negatively affected the efficiency of rail access to
the terminal.

Case 3: Kansas City, Missouri

The operator of a fertilizer, petroleum coke, and feed ingredient terminal
in Kansas City, Missouri, stated that the at-grade crossings between
truck routes and rail lines had a significant negative impact on the effi-
ciency of rail access to the terminal. The negative consequences of the at-
grade crossings overshadowed his belief that the condition of rail tracks
moderately restricted rail access to his terminal.

Summary

These three case studies indicate the range of railway access deficiencies
reported. Table B-2 summarizes the railway access impediments of the 17